
Term 1
2 Feb - 16 April  2021

A warm welcome to our new students, Stanley, Olivia and Rose 
(Junior Class) and Sylvia & Chloe (Senior Class)

 and their families:    

Meet the Teacher  Evening
Wed 17 Feb R28 5.30 - 6.00pm (Senior)

Wed 17 Feb R28 6.00-6.30pm (Senior Class Trip Meeting)
Feb- R27  5.30-6.00pm (Junior)

 
Meet the Teacher is an opportunity to find out how your child’s 

classroom runs.  
The Meet the Teacher session is 30 minutes in duration and 
will involve: an introduction by the class teachers to Kiva and 
class programmes and routines, an opportunity for parents to 

ask questions, and a time at the end for you to look around the 
classroom. Room 27 will then have a class trip meeting.

Parents of Year 4 students are welcome to attend the 
presentation in Room 27.  Many parents are curious about 

what they can expect when their children move into the 9-12 
classroom particularly in the intermediate years.

Hats are Compulsory Term 1 and Term 4

All children need to wear a named school sunhat.  

School hats are compulsory in Term 1 and Term 4 and children 
are expected to wear them whenever they are outside.  In the 
event your child does not have their hat, they will be asked to 
sit in the shade at the entrance to school during any morning 

interval and at lunch breaks. 

Waitangi Day - SCHOOL CLOSED
Monday 8 Feb 

ESMPS Trust Meetings 7.00pm
Wed 10 Feb 7pm 

Meet the Teacher Evening
Wed, 17 Feb 5.30-6.00pm R28 (Senior)
Wed 17 Feb 6.00-6.30pm R28  (Senior Class Trip)
Thur 18 Feb 5.30-6.00pm R27  (Junior)  

Year 5/6 Swimming Sports PRACTICE
Mon 1 March, 9.00-2.30 @ Sacred Heart Pool

Montessori Trip to Karaka Bay (Y2-8)
Class Treaty Signing
4 March, 1:30  - 2:30 pm

OPEN DAY
Sunday 7 March, 2-3.30pm 
Our annual Open Day will be held on Sunday 7 March 
from 2-3.30pm. If you know of anyone who is thinking 
about continuing their child in Montessori education, 
please let them know.  They are most welcome to attend!

Year 5/6 Swimming Sports
Wed 10 March, 9.00-2.30 @ Sacred Heart Pool

Year 7/8 Swimming Sports
Thur 11 March,9.00-2.30  @ Sacred Heart Pool

Thur 1 Apr - Teacher Only Day (School closed)
Frid 2 Apr - Good Friday (School closed)
Mon 5 Apr - Easter Monday (School closed)
Tues 6 Apr - (School Closed)

Junior Swim Sports Day - TBC

MPTA Events:
ESMPS Beach Party
Frid, 12 Feb (details to follow) 

ESMPS PTA Meetings  7.00pm
Thur 18 Feb 
Meetings take place at ‘The Attic’ Mission Bay

Montessori Working Bee 2.00-4.00pm
Sunday, 28 Feb @ Montessori Classrooms

Eastern Suburbs Montessori Primary School Charitable Trust
PO Box 25 503, St Heliers, Auckland 1071, New Zealand
Phone +64 9 575-7434
Email: info@montessoriprimary. school.nz

Dear Parents,
We regularly ask for parents who are interested in taking up a 
role on the Eastern Suburbs Montessori Trust.  With three 
position now vacant we would love to have some new people, 
so please feel free to contact anyone below or email Michelle in 
the office.
Our current Trust members are :Desiree French (Chair), 
Fabiano Gatto (Treasurer), Inga Wang (Property), Jackie Dale 
(BOT Rep), Renata Mathewson (Marketing).



Message from Rose

Kia Ora Tatou,

Well what a summer so far! It would seem we all needed major downtime - not that we can recover from 2020 or 
put it behind us as there is always the anticipation of when the next lock down may be. It’s hard to recall what 
Online Learning was like but as teachers we are already considering what it might look like in 2021. We have all 
been so fortunate to have had the opportunity to relax in Level 1 and live our ‘normal’ summer lives. It’s always a 
bit of a shock getting back into routine whether it be here at school or in our own homes. I trust that our community 
has enjoyed the break from school routine and are pleased to have their tamariki back at school. 

Eharu taku toa i te toa takitahi
Engari e toa taktini

Success is not the work of one, but the work of many.

As a community, we have the privilege to work with each other to support our tamariki on their pathway to become 
lifelong learners and contributing citizens of our country and world. It is an honour to work with you all as we 
support the students to become who they are and will be. 
 
It’s an exciting time as we plan out the learning for the year. We are going to have our Cultural Fair in May this year 
so the planning will start this term. The Continent of focus will be Oceania - this includes New Zealand (Aotearoa), 
Australia and the Pacific Islands. It is an opportunity for us all to reflect on our own culture and its place in 
contributing to our wonderful multicultural country. 

I would like to thank Miwako & Inga for helping to sustain the garden over the summer so that we have produce 
ready to ‘use’ in the coming weeks. It is our plan to use produce from the garden regularly in both classroom 
kitchens for students to learn about. 

Thanks to everyone who came and “checked” out the new classrooms on the first day.

Ngā mihi nui, 
Rose Phillips
Montessori Senior Teacher



9-12 Class Notices
 

Room 28
Welcome to 2021! 

The Senior Hub welcomes back all our students and their families, especially our Year 5 students and our two new 
students, Chloe (Y6) and Sylvia (Y7).  We are excited to begin our year by revising Maori tikanga practices in our routines 
which will include all new students to our classroom delving into their personal histories and writing their Pepeha. Please 
help your child if they have any questions. Karakia (reflection or blessing) will be used to bring our community together on 
a daily basis and we will be practising lessons inspired by whakatauki (proverbs). 

Over the first few weeks, our learning programme will focus around the Montessori Great Lessons alongside our Units of 
Inquiry.

For all of the first term, the Year 5 and 6 students will undertake an inquiry into Who We Are. The Central Idea guiding 
this inquiry is Rights and responsibilities change according to perspectives. In this unit, students will be looking at 
the connection between responsibility, choices and the rights all people have and how it takes shape in our wider 
community. 

The intermediate students will also start with a short inquiry into Who We Are, focusing on the Central Idea that We can 
make choices that influence our hauora. Students will inquire into what wellbeing looks like at Glendowie School and 
for themselves; physiological wellbeing and the impact of our own choices upon our wellbeing. We will revisit this unit 
throughout the entire year. Later in the term, our Year 7 and 8 students will be conducting an inquiry into Where We Are 
in Place and Time. This unit is focussed on students’ individual cultures, beliefs and values based on their personal 
histories, homes and journeys. It leads on beautifully from our exploration unit that concluded in 2020. 

Our Intermediate students will have weekly dance lessons with a specialist teacher during Term 1 & 2. The  timetable for 
specialist classes/lessons is on the following page..

We would love to see you at our upcoming Meet the Teacher evening on Wednesday 17 February come meet the team, 
gain information about classroom routines and expectations, as well as a general understanding of classroom procedures 
and policies. There will also be a presentation on KiVa, the school wide bully prevention resource being implemented 
across the school. Following this will be a Room 28 Class Trip Meeting to update you on trips and events that will be 
happening this year.

This is an important time of the year when we work hard to establish routines and systems. Please make sure to initial 
your child’s journal on a daily basis and check for notices. 

On Thursday 4th March we will be heading to Karaka Bay to sign our Class Treaty. This is a significant event for our 
community. Students work collaboratively to design and write the Class Treaty which will include guiding principles for our 
daily interactions, behaviour and solving conflicts.

Senior Class Annual Trip: We are in the midst of arranging this annual event. This needs to be presented to the Board 
of Trustees for approval so at this stage, we are unable to confirm what is being planned. We will definitely have more 
information at the Meet the Teacher Evening. 
With America’s Cup being in our backyard, we have the opportunity to participate in a series of lessons ‘Kokokaha’ 
prepared by Yachting New Zealand and related to the wind and sailing. There is a follow up to these lessons with the 
opportunity for a day’s sailing experience at the Akoranga Yachting Club’s base on Tamaki Drive. The sailing day will be 
an extra cost and those who wish to participate will be invoiced prior to the date set. (tbc)  

Rose will be in Room 28 on a Tuesday to cover Tesneem.
We are looking forward to another exciting year, filled with growth and adventure! 

Rob & Tesneem

“Poipoia te kakano kia puawai.”
(Nurture the seed and it will blossom).



9-12 Class Timetables and Reminders
 

Swimming Year 5/6 Wednesdays & Fridays 
Swimming Year 7/8 Will be Term 4 with Swimming Sports Term 1 

Chinese Year 5/6         Mondays 2:30
Chinese Year 7/8 Mondays 12:00
Chinese Native Speakers Tuesday mornings

Technology Year 7 Tuesdays 1:30-3:00pm  (starting 16 Feb)
Technology Year 8 Mondays 11:30 - 12:30 pm (starting 15 Feb)

Dance Year 7 Thursdays 9 a.m. (T1&2 only)
Dance Year 8 Tuesdays 1:30 (T1&2 only)

Reminder about Footwear:
Plain shoes: Black lace-up / velcro school shoes or black trainers (with no other colour on them)
Laces:  Black 
Plain School Sandals: Black (e.g. roman sandals) with no other colour on them. 
Socks:  Plain black or dark blue socks only.  Ankle or knee length with no patterns, stripes, logos or two-tone 
colours.
NOT permitted: Shoes or sandals that go past or around the ankle (e.g. basketball shoes, boots, jandals or crocs).

Reminder about Jewellery:
Necklaces of cultural or religious significance are permitted but must not be visible. Watches (NOT smart-watches), 
Fitbits, small plain stud earrings and small plain hoop earrings may be worn. No other jewellery is permitted.

Reminder about Swimming:
If you have long hair, please bring a swim cap to wear - it saves the wet backs and hair in the school filter!



Junior Units of Inquiry
 

Year 2: The term starts with students exploring the theme ‘Who We Are’.They will be inquiring around the central idea; "The 
choices we make impact our relationships”. This will start by looking at safe, fair and responsible ways of playing and 
how they can solve common playground problems. This will help them to build positive relationships for the year ahead.

Year 3/4: Our first unit of the year explores the theme: “Who We Are”. The central idea is ‘Taking responsibility for our 
actions, helps to ensure our own and others’ (physical and emotional) safety.’ This is followed by an inquiry within the 
theme ‘Where We Are in Time and Place’. The students will explore places that are special to us as a community as well as 
special to them personally. 

Room 27

WELCOME to Term 1 of 2021!

This term we welcome our new friends to our class community, Stanley, Rose and Olivia. Some of you may already know 
Rose and Olivia as they have older siblings in our class.

Swimming lessons began on our first day back and will be on Mondays and Tuesdays. With the pool being solar heated, 
lessons continue as long as is possible. Our annual swim sports will be scheduled later in the term. 

Chinese lessons also started on the first day back and will be weekly on a Tuesday. Kapa Haka lessons will also begin in 
week one with Miss McLaren. They will be on a Thursday. 

Our class mascot Floppy will be spending time with a different child each weekend. This is an opportunity for your child to
record any exciting adventures that they have had together during this time. Feel free to include any photographs taken.

It’s always exciting to see our new year 4 students return all grown up and knowing that they are the role models for our
class. Observing them taking on more responsibility within the classroom is always a delight to see.

Hiranthi, Oliver & Hugh

Swimming: Monday & Tuesday

Y1/2 2.30-3.00pm (parents meet outside the pool gates at 3pm)
Y3/4 12:00pm

Please encourage your child to pack their togs, rash shirt, towel, cap and goggles in a separate swimming bag. Additionally, 
the Year 3 & 4 students have the option to join the lunch time swimming on Wednesdays and Thursdays.

Library:  Y2 Friday, Y3/4 Wednesday 
Chinese: Tuesday
Maori: Thursday 



6-9 Class Notices / Reminders

Birthdays
The birthday celebration in the Montessori Junior Hub will be celebrated with class members only. This is a change from 
previous years. There will be no food provided and teachers will work around the daily timetable to celebrate this on the 
day of the birthday when possible. Students with a January birthday will be celebrated in the first few weeks of school.

Book Bags
Our book bags are made by previous Year 4 students and have stood the test of time! They last for the the whole time a 
student is in the Montessori Junior Class. We ask that you help to ensure that your child takes care of their book bag.  
They are washable and are used to keep their journal and reading books/logs in. It is important for them to come to school 
every day.

Journals
In your child’s journal, a work record is pasted. This is where lessons are recorded and is used to help students choose a 
variety of work independently. What work a student does can be recorded daily by ticking the appropriate box and for older 
students they start to record their work with a time beside it. Please note that students are at different abilities to complete 
this. We encourage the students to write a daily reflection and sharing this with someone at home can be a starting point 
to discuss the events of the day.
Journals are also the mode of communication between parents / teachers and school. School notices are generally 
stapled into the journal so please remember to check the journal on a daily basis. Please take stapled notices out of the 
journal and initial the journal every day. This helps the teachers know that the journal has been seen.

Poetry
Most weeks your child will have a poem pasted / written in their journal. Your child may not always be able to read the 
poem independently. Please enjoy reading the poems with your child. Research has shown that rhyme, rhythm and 
repetition are helpful elements in assisting children’s reading development. Over time they will become familiar with the 
poems and enjoy going back to their favourite ones and recite many off by heart.

Reading Books
Students are expected to read at home every day. Students on the colour wheel up to purple should be taking a book 
home to read with them each day. Please record the book your child has read in the reading log notebook and return both 
the book and the reading log daily in the book bag. Having your child read aloud to you regularly is a beneficial experience 
along with reading to your child. Please try to share the reading of books you have at home as often as possible. The 
students who are past purple are still expected to read daily and may read chapter books from home or may take journals 
from the classroom. We want reading to be an enjoyable experience for your child and for them to experience success at 
reading.  Please be vigilant about returning any Glendowie School books sent home in book bags.

Library
Your child is encouraged to issue a library book and read and enjoy it with you at home. All our students are able to be 
issued 2 books. The books can be returned at any time during the lunch hour or before school. Only if a book is returned, 
a new one can be issued, therefore please help your child remember to bring their library book on a their set day to avoid 
any disappointment. 



General Reminders

Before  / After School
Students are asked to wait on the court if they arrive before 8.30am. When the bell rings at 8.30am the students must 
walk sensibly to their classroom and unpack their belongings. At the end of the day, please meet your child either on the 
upper court or at the seating near the top field. If you have a Year 2 child, you are welcome to meet them at their class 
after the bell has rung. It is school a school expectation that students go straight home unless accompanied by their 
parent.

Forgotten Items
If you are dropping off something for your child, please leave it at the main office and they will ensure your child receives 
it.  Please try to keep these to a minimum so as not to disturb the class work cycle.

Independence
Please help your child develop independence by encouraging them to be responsible for remembering their lunch, 
journal, book bag and sports uniform if required, and in Term 1 hat, togs, rash shirt, towel, cap and goggles.

Lunches
Our school encourages students to eat healthy lunches and to drink water. We encourage “litterless lunches” so would 
appreciate the use of recyclable lunch boxes / containers / reusable bags. Sweets / lollies should not come to school.  At 
school we recognise there are a number of students with food allergies, some of which have serious implications. We do 
not allow children to bring any food to school to share with others including birthday treats such as cakes. If there is food 
cooked or shared at school as part of the learning programme, class teachers will advise parents of children with known 
allergies.

Water Bottles
We encourage all students to bring a named water bottle to school for use in the classroom. Water is the only liquid 
allowed in the classroom.

Meetings & Appointments
If you wish to meet with a class teacher you are most welcome to email the Montessori Office or write in your child’s 
journal to arrange a suitable time. Teachers will liaise around their meeting commitments to accommodate your request.
Please do not contact teachers on their personal home or mobile phones unless specifically asked to by the teacher.

Named Clothing
We cannot emphasise enough the importance of NAMING all articles of clothing. This includes togs, rash shirts, towels, 
shoes, socks, lunchboxes, sports uniform and drink bottles. We have items of clothing left at school every day and it 
makes it easier to return to the owner if items are named. Please note that socks should be navy blue or black – no 
other colour should be on them. Also please check your child has brought the correct clothing home. Often, during 
swimming season, clothing can easily get mixed up! 

Punctuality
Students are expected to be in the classroom by 8.55am. It helps them have time to think about their day and what they 
need to accomplish. Our lessons start at 9:00 am so students need to be ready to start by then. Please ensure your child 
arrives on time as this assists them in getting ready for the day of learning. If your child is late they must go to the office 
to collect a late pass.

Sports Uniform
Please remember Sports Uniform is compulsory for Year 3 and up. The Sports Uniform is required for all terms. Children 
can also change into their Sports Uniform at lunch time to play on the school field during the wet months.

Kindo
Any Glendowie school payments can be made on Kindo.



Term 1, 2021

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Week 1
Feb

1
AUCKLAND
ANNIVERSARY 
DAY

2
School Starts 
9:00 am
Welcome Back 
Afternoon Tea 
2.45pm-3.30pm 

3 4 5

Week 2 8
WAITANGI DAY

9 10
Trust Mtg 7pm

11 12
MPTA Beach 
Party

Week 3 15 16 17
R28 Senior
Meet the Teacher 
5.30-6.00pm

R28 Class Trip 
Meeting
6:00 - 6:30 pm

18
R27 Junior
Meet the Teacher 
5.30-6.00pm
 
MPTA Meeting Attic 
Bar, Mission Bay 
7.00pm

19

Week 4
 

22 23 24 25 26

Week 5
March
28 Feb  
WORKING BEE 
2-4pm

1
Yr 5/6 Swim Sports 
Practice Sacred 
Heart

2 3 4
Montessori Trip 
Karaka Bay 1-3pm

5

Week 6
March
7th March
OPEN DAY
2-3.30pm 

8 9 10
Yr 5/6 Swim Sports 
9.00-2.30 Sacred 
Heart

11
Yr 7/8 Swim Sports 
9.00-2.30 Sacred 
Heart

12

Week 7 15 16 17 18 19

Week 8
 

22 23 24 25 26

Week 9
 

29 30 31 1
Teacher Only Day
School closed

2
Good Friday
School closed

Week 10
April

5
Easter Monday
School closed

6
Easter Tuesday
School closed

7 8 9

Week 11 12 13 14 15 16 Last Day of 
Term


