
Term 3
20 July - 25 Sept  2020

A warm welcome to our new students, Yihan, Emily, Filip, Iris, 
Uma, Hailey, Hayley,Sienna and their families.    

Thursday, 30 July
Yr 5/6 Zoo Trip

Tuesday, 4 August 7.00pm
ESMPS Trust Meeting 

ESMPS PTA Meetings  7.00pm
Term 3: Thu 6 Aug and AGM
Term 4: Thur 29 Oct tbc

Monday, 17 August
Class Photos

Wednesday, 19 August
Yr 1 & 2 Cross Country

Friday, 21 August
Yr 3 - 8 Cross Country

Wednesday, 2nd September
Room 28 Student Led Conference

Thursday, 3rd September
Room 27 Student Led Conference

Tuesday, 15 September
Yr 1-8 Runathon

Wednesday, 23 September
Cultural Fair - South America 

Friday 25 September 
Last day of Term 3

Eastern Suburbs Montessori Primary School Charitable Trust
PO Box 25 503, St Heliers, Auckland 1071, New Zealand
Phone +64 9 575-7434
Email: info@montessoriprimary. school.nz

Cultural Fair 2020 
Wednesday 23 September

South America

We will be celebrating the continent of South America. 
Time to be thinking about costumes, shared food for 

lunch etc.  Students are encouraged to dress up for the 
day (South American Continent theme), and many 

parents do too.
Our year 7 students will be organising this day for our 

community.
Activities:   9-12.15
Shared lunch: 12.15-1.30 - Everyone is asked to 
contribute a plate of some ‘South American’ style food.
Cultural Fair School Assembly 1.30-3.00.
More information will be sent home soon and offers of 
help will be accepted.

PARENTS, YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME FOR 
THE WHOLE DAY OR PART OF THE DAY



Message from Rose

Kia Ora Tatou,

Welcome back to a busy Term 3. I do trust that everyone enjoyed some part of New Zealand over the holidays 
(even if it was Auckland!!!) and it’s been wonderful to listen to the students share about the places they have been. 
I’m expecting that New Zealand Geography is on the increase and that’s fantastic! 

Please diarise Wednesday 23 September as our annual Cultural Fair Day.  The Year 7s did a tremendous amount 
of planning in Term 1 and I am thrilled that we will be able to share in their efforts on this day. For new families it 
can be a whole day affair. Students move around activities related to South America in the morning and then as a 
community we have a Shared South American Lunch followed by the student presentations in the afternoon. Many 
of you volunteered for what was going to be our May Cultural Fair so we will resend the letter to ask for offers of 
help for the September event. 

It was wonderful for the teachers and I to reconnect with most of you at the Parent Teacher Interviews held last 
term. It had been a long time since seeing and speaking with many of you. We look forward to seeing you a little 
more frequently at Student Led Conferences, Cross Country, Runathon or on a Friday morning or any day after 
school. 

I will be seen a little more in Room 28 this term as I start working with individuals and groups of students to support 
their learning. Hiranthi continues to work with the younger students for up to two hours during the morning cycle. 
This focus on transition is to help set the students up for success within the framework of the classroom; 
establishing routines and expectations; working independently and in small groups; as well as having group 
lessons and set follow up activities. 

Stay Safe and Be Kind

Rose Phillips



9-12 Class Notices
 

Room 27

Kia ora e te whanau.

We are delighted to welcome back the students to Room 27 and hope they are rested, refreshed and raring to go for 
Term 3. There is certainly a busy term ahead of them!!!

This term, the 5 & 6’s are exploring 'Sharing the Planet' which is an inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with other people and with other living things.  Specifically, they will be inquiring into animals, 
ecosystems, food webs and taxonomy. This is a really enjoyable unit of inquiry that the children always enjoy.  The central 
idea is ”Animal habitats are affected by human action.” The unit will include a trip to Auckland Zoo in Week 2 and a health 
education talk about the changes their bodies will go through in the next few years. 

The term 3 unit for the Year 7 students will be How We Express Ourselves, with a central idea of  "Ideas can be 
expressed, explored and responded to through art". The focus will be on visual art and allows for both appreciation of 
works of art, together with a lot of practical opportunities to develop artistic skills and to express their own ideas through 
art.  Ms. Laird, our specialist Art teacher, will be conducting workshops with the students early in the term. The Year 7 
students will continue to plan and organise this year’s Cultural Fair, which will be held on Wednesday 23 September. 
South America is the focus for this year's event; more details will be sent home over the coming weeks.

The Year 8 students will be focused on their PYP Exhibition this term, which will be presented to parents and the wider 
community on the afternoon of Tuesday 8 September. The students will identify real-world issues of significance to them 
and then work as part of a group to find out more about the issue and take meaningful action. This is a unique opportunity 
for the students and to gain the most benefit from the process they often need support from family to focus their research 
questions and to identify experts to approach and interview.

Our students are thrilled to be training for the annual school cross-country event. We will be training as part of our class 
PE programme in the lead up to the event on Friday 21 August. Please remind the children to bring their PE uniforms with 
them every day. 

Calendar Art will be a focus this term so the students will be learning different drawing skills that will contribute towards 
the design of their completed piece. These will be able to be viewed in Term 4 when the Glendowie PA run their 
fundraiser. Spelling lessons will be on Fridays so there could be some home quizzing during the week! The Masterchef 
programme will be up and running this term. It will have a different focus than previous years and will include some 
‘planting’ in the garden.   

Rob & Tesneem



Junior Units of Inquiry
 

Year 1/2: How the World Works. An inquiry into how everyday objects behave when placed in a liquid, why objects float or 
sink and using our knowledge of how objects behave in liquid for a specific purpose. 

Year 3/4: How the World Works. An inquiry into how the earth has changed, how these changes create natural events and 
how people prepare and respond to the earth's forces.

Room 28

WELCOME to Term 3 of 2020!

Our class whanau has grown since earlier in the year as we have welcomed nine new children! Filip, Uma, Aidan, Emily M, 
Hailey, Hayley, Iris, Sienna and Yihan have all started since March. It is also with sadness that we say goodbye to Benno 
who is moving back to Germany to be closer to family and Evelyn who has moved to a school closer to her home. 

Thank you to all the parents who met with us at Parent Teacher Interviews last term - it’s always good to catch up and know 
your perspective and work together for future learning. This term you can now look forward to Student Led Conferences 
where your child will engage you in their learning and maybe teach you something you didn’t know!!!

The daily system of lessons that takes place in our classroom has started really well this term. There will be a few 
interruptions along the way with Cross Country, Runathon and Cultural Fair all happening this term but the students have all 
returned with positive attitudes and are keen to learn! Culture lessons this term will have a Geography focus to link with 
Matariki and units of inquiry. Later in the term lessons will focus on the continent of South America to coincide with our 
South American Cultural Fair in the last week of Term 3. 

This term we have lessons with Whaea Sarai related to Maori and Kapa Haka. The Y3/4 students will have Music lessons 
with Mrs LeFevre to start the term and the Y 1/2 students will have them later in the term. 

Hiranthi, Oliver & Hugh

Library
Our weekly school library slot is on Tuesday. Your child is encouraged to issue a library book and read and enjoy it with you 
at home. All students in Y2 - 4 are able to be issued 2 books. Y1’s can be issued one book. The books can be returned at 
any time before school or during the lunch hour. Only if a book is returned, a new one can be issued, therefore please help 
your child remember to bring their library book on a Tuesday to avoid any disappointment. 



6-9 Class Notices / Reminders

Birthdays
The birthday celebration in the Montessori Junior Hub is celebrated as close to the child’s birthday as possible. The set 
times for this celebration will be either 12.15 pm or 2.45 pm depending on the daily schedule. You are invited to attend this 
celebration with your child and to avoid disappointment, we ask that you liaise with the classroom teacher at least one 
week before your child’s actual birthday. In keeping with our healthy food procedure, a fruit or vegetable platter is the only 
acceptable food choice for this celebration. Please do not feel obliged to provide this. Students with a January birthday will 
be celebrated in the first few weeks of school.

Book Bags
Our book bags are made by past Year 4 students and have stood the test of time! They last for the the whole time in the 
Montessori Junior Hub. We ask that you help to ensure that your child takes care of their book bag.  They are washable 
and are used to keep their journal and reading books/logs in. It is important for them to come to school every day.

Journals
In your child’s journal, a work record is pasted. This is where lessons are recorded and is used to help students choose a 
variety of work independently.  What work a student does can be recorded daily by ticking the appropriate box and for 
older students they start to record their work with a time beside it. Please note that students are at different abilities to 
complete this. We encourage the students to write a daily reflection and sharing this with someone at home can be a 
starting point to discuss the events of the day.
Journals are also the mode of communication between parents / teachers and school. School notices are generally 
stapled into the journal so please remember to check the journal on a daily basis.  Please take stapled notices out of the 
journal and initial the journal every day.  This helps the teachers know that the journal has been seen.

Poetry
Most weeks your child will have a poem pasted / written in their journal. Your child may not always be able to read the 
poem independently. Please enjoy reading the poems with your child. Research has shown that rhyme, rhythm and 
repetition are helpful elements in assisting children’s reading development. Over time they will become familiar with the 
poems and enjoy going back to their favourite ones and recite many off by heart.

Reading Books
Students are expected to read at home every day. Students on the colour wheel up to purple should be taking a book 
home to read with them each day. Please record the book your child has read in the reading log notebook and return both 
the book and the reading log daily in the book bag. Having your child read aloud to you regularly is a beneficial experience 
along with reading to your child.  Please try to share the reading of books you have at home as often as possible.  The 
students who are past purple are still expected to read daily and may read chapter books from home or may take journals 
from the classroom. We want reading to be an enjoyable experience for your child and for them to experience success at 
reading.  Please be vigilant about returning any Glendowie School books sent home in book bags.



General Reminders

Before  / After School
Students are asked to wait on the court if they arrive before 8.30am. When the bell rings at 8.30am the students must 
walk sensibly to their classroom and unpack their belongings. At the end of the day, please meet your child either on the 
upper court or at the seating near the top field. If you have a Year 1 or 2 child, you are welcome to meet them at their 
class after the bell has rung. It is the school expectation that students go straight home unless accompanied by their 
parent.

Forgotten Items
If you are dropping off something for your child, please leave it at the main office and they will ensure your child receives 
it.  Please try to keep these to a minimum so as not to disturb the class work cycle.

Independence
Please help your child develop independence by encouraging them to be responsible for remembering their lunch, 
journal, book bag and sports uniform if required.

Lunches
Our school encourages students to eat healthy lunches and to drink water. We encourage “litterless lunches” so would 
appreciate the use of recyclable lunch boxes / containers / reusable bags. Sweets / lollies should not come to school.  At 
school we recognise there are a number of students with food allergies, some of which have serious implications. We do 
not allow children to bring any food to school to share with others including birthday treats such as cakes. If there is food 
cooked or shared at school as part of the learning programme, class teachers will advise parents of children with known 
allergies.

Water Bottles
We encourage all students to bring a named water bottle to school for use in the classroom. Water is the only liquid 
allowed in the classroom.

Meetings & Appointments
If you wish to meet with a class teacher you are most welcome to email the Montessori Office or write in your child’s 
journal to arrange a suitable time. Teachers will liaise around their meeting commitments to accommodate your request.
Please do not contact teachers on their personal home or mobile phones unless specifically asked to by the teacher.

Named Clothing
We cannot emphasise enough the importance of NAMING all articles of clothing, this includes togs, rash shirts, towels, 
shoes, socks, lunchboxes, sports uniform and drink bottles. We have items of clothing left at school every day and it 
makes it easier to return to the owner if items are named. Please note that socks should be navy blue or black – no 
other colour should be on them.

Punctuality
Students are expected to be in the classroom by 8.55am. It helps them have time to think about their day and what they 
need to accomplish. Our lessons start at 9:00 am so students need to be ready to start by then. Please ensure your child 
arrives on time as this assists them in getting ready for the day of learning. If your child is late they must go to the office 
to collect a late pass.

Sports Uniform
Please remember Sports Uniform is compulsory for Year 3 and up. The Sports Uniform is required for all terms. Children 
can also change into their Sports Uniform at lunch time to play on the school field during the wet months.

Kindo
Any Glendowie school payments can be made on Kindo.



Term 3, 2020

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Week 1
20 21 22 23 24

Week 2
27 28 29 30

Yr 5&6 Zoo Trip
31

Week 3
August

3 4
Trust Mtg 7.00pm

5 6
PTA Meeting AGM 
7pm Attic Bar, 
Mission Bay

7

Week 4
 

10 11 12 13 14

Week 5
 

17
Class Photos

18 19
Cross Country
1.30pm,Year 2
2.00pm Year 1

20 21
Yr 3 - 8 Cross 
Country

Week 6
 

24 25 26 27 28

Week 7
September

31 1 2
Student Led
Conference R28

3
Student Led 
Conference R27

4

Week 8
 

7 8
Yr8 Exhibition 
Presentation to Y8 
Parents

9 10 11

Week 9
 

14 15
Runathon

16 17 18

Week 10
 

21 22 23
Cultural 
Fair—South 
America
9.00-3.00pm

24 25
Last day of Term 3

      


