
Term 2
29 April - 5 July 2019

2019 TERM DATES

Term 1  Thu 7 Feb –  Fri 12 Apr
Term 2  Mon 29 Apr - Fri 5 Jul

Term 3  Mon 22 Jul –  Fri 27 Sep
Term 4  Mon 14 Oct – Fri 20 Dec

Eastern Suburbs Montessori Primary School Charitable Trust
PO Box 25 503, St Heliers, Auckland 1071, New Zealand
Phone +64 9 575-7434
Email: info@montessoriprimary. school.nz

Monday, 6 May
Yr 1/2 Trip to Motat

Monday, 6 May 
ESMPS Trust Meetings 7.00pm R27

Tuesday, 7 May 6.00pm
Year 8 Life Education Parent Info Evening

Monday, 13 May
Mothers Day Celebration 8.15-9.15am

Friday 17 May
Glendowie PTA Movie Night

Thursday, 23 May
Parent Information Evening 7.00pm 
Montessori Classrooms

Monday 3 June
Queens Birthday (School closed for the day)

Monday 10 June, 7pm R27
ESMPS Trust AGM / Trust Meeting
Notice of the ESMPS Trust  AGM to be held
in R27.  The Trust Meeting will be held after 
the AGM.

Saturday, 15 June
Glendowie PTA Quizz Night for Parents

Tuesday, 2 July 2.00-7.00pm
Parent Teacher Interview
School will be closed at 1.30pm

Friday 5 July
Last day of Term 2

 Mothers Day Celebration
Monday, 13 May 

8.15-9.15am

The children invite their 
mothers to join them for an 

hour in the classroom. 
Come and enjoy a mug 

and a muffin.

Montessori School Calendar

Dear Parents,

Please make sure you’re using our online calendar to stay 
updated with Montessori events:
http://montessoriprimary.school.nz/calendar
 
You can also refer to the Glendowie School App calendar for 
school events:

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://montessoriprimary.school.nz/calendar&sa=D&ust=1557109879300000&usg=AFQjCNEbbBI-IWjS5kWuHR4C2vJEQ9UdXw


Message from Rose

Kia Ora Koutou,

The holidays have been and gone - is it me or do they fly by? It’s a wonderful feeling not to be bound by 
time and have the time to choose when and what you might do! There‘s always work to be done and 
exciting things to look forward to! 

So comes Term 2. I can confidently say the the teaching team have worked really hard implementing 
changes to our teaching programme to better deliver quality Montessori lessons through age group 
curriculum overviews. At our upcoming Parent Information Evening on Thursday 23 May, the team are 
going to demonstrate, share lessons and give an explanation in each area of focus within the Montessori 
Curriculum. I hope that you prioritise this evening to come and experience your child’s world Monday to 
Friday! 

Professional development opportunities are some of the ways that teachers continue their learning to 
enhance their teaching ability within our classrooms. We are continuing to learn, just as our students 
continue to learn! So far this year our staff have had the opportunity to sign up for:

● learning basic Te Reo through an online course,
● Montessori and Autism (online course),
● MANZ Conference (in Auckland this July) 
● Applying Montessori Theory to Computational Thinking (being offered in September) 

We never stop learning!!!

It has been wonderful to observe students engaged in their learning as well as becoming reflective 
learners. Our new students this year have also caught the wave of learning and are motivated to try their 
best. It is very rewarding to see students making wise choices about their learning and enjoying what 
they do! 

Titiro whakamuri, kokiri whakamua 
(Look back and reflect so you can move forward.) 

This whakatauki seems to be the proverb of the year!!! We reflect on what happened in Term 1 so that 
we can move forward in Term 2. Reflection is a key to setting goals and looking forward to what can 
happen. This is a practicality whatever field you may be working in!!

Nga Mihi

Rose 



9-12 Class Notices
 

Room 27

Welcome to Term 2! 

We have had an amazing first term in the senior class and we will continue with the excellent ethos that has been 
established.  We are hoping for a little bit more warmth and sunshine for our Syndicate Sports day which happen on 
Fridays.  Students need to bring their sport uniforms every Friday. They also need it through the week, when the weather 
gets wetter, to play on the fields during intervals and for PE lessons. 

It is a very busy term. We have started Life Ed this week. Year 5/6 are focusing on keeping ourselves safe in relation to 
friends and bullying. The Year 7’s are learning about digital citizenship and online choices, while Year 8’s are focusing on 
the use of drugs and its impact and coping with our changing bodies during adolescence.

Music continues for Year 5’s and 6’s with emphasis on playing an instrument - recorder, chime bars and ukulele - as well 
some theoretical aspects of music.  Our class is enjoying Chinese. We have learned basic conversation, colours and 
numbers and are now moving on to naming body parts and days of the week. 

Art and Physical Education lessons will start this week, the Year 7 and 8’s will be supporting the teachers with this a result 
of taking action through their Unit of Inquiry.  Masterchef will start this week.  Thank you to the parents who have 
volunteered to assist with this programme, they are instrumental for Masterchef to be a regular occurance.  XtraMath, an 
online basic fact programme starts this week. 

Units of Inquiry for Year 5/6’s are learning about the universe, the solar system and the Earth, study of the atmosphere 
and constellations through Where We Are in Place and Time.

The Year 7/8's are continuing from last terms unit of Inquiry, Where We Are in Place and Time, which tied in beautifully 
with our Waitangi Trip. It also looks at the concept of Hauora and how wellbeing has an impact on ourselves and those 
around us.

We would also like to welcome back Oscar from his overseas experience and we have farewelled Matthaeus and his 
family on their new adventure.

Technology Year 7 Tuesdays 1:30-3:00pm
Technology Year 8 Fridays 11-12:30pm

Elena & Rachael



Junior Units of Inquiry
 

Year 2: Students will be exploring the theme ‘Where we are in place and time. The central idea is: Changes in technology 
are ongoing and can be observed. This unit included a trip to MOTAT where the students saw the changes in technology 
over time up. They also experienced an afternoon of playing a range of games that you might of played as a child.

Year 3/4: Students are exploring the theme ‘How we express ourselves’. The central idea is: People express their ideas and 
creativity through art. This is a wonderful unit where the students inquire into the ways in which we discover and express 
ideas, feelings and includes extending and enjoying our creativity. The elements of art (line, shape, colour, form and space) 
are studied and will include Maori koru designs and patterns, designing Pacific Island Tapa cloth and getting messy with 
clay sculpture. This unit includes a trip to the Auckland Art Gallery - Toi o Tāmaki where students will be looking at the 
stories that art can tell us.  

Room 28

WELCOME to Term 2 of 2019!

This term we welcome Charlotte and Prezley to our class.

With the new term, the students are showing enthusiasm for the change from swimming to P.E lessons. They have been 
introduced to some older style games using quoits, knuckle bones, skipping, hopscotch and hula hoops. These games and 
equipment are used to aid in the development of hand-eye coordination, fine/gross motor skills, teamwork and independent 
play. Initially the students/children are given time to explore the equipment in small groups and how they could use it - it has 
been wonderful to see creativity in action and how innovative the students have been making up original games with the 
equipment. It is not essential for students to wear their sports uniforms for these sessions which are scheduled for Mondays 
and Wednesdays. It is essential that Year 3 and 4 students bring their sports uniform on Fridays for Syndicate Sport.

As the weather is cooling the children are able to wear slippers in class. Please ensure that all property is clearly named. 
This includes socks.  There are dozens of pairs left here from Term 1!

Harold the Giraffe is back with his friend Lynn in the Life Education Capsule. The students love to visit with Harold!. 

Rose, Oliver & Hiranthi

Syndicate Sports
Syndicate Sport is every Friday for year 3 and 4. It is expected that every student brings their named sports uniform to wear 
on this day. 

Music
Sessions with our school specialist music teacher Ms. Le Fevre continue for Y 3 / 4 for the next couple of weeks. Year 1 and 
2 music sessions begin in term 3.

Library:  Tuesday 

Chinese: Thursday



6-9 Class Notices / Reminders

Birthdays
The birthday celebration in the Montessori Junior Hub is celebrated as close to the child’s birthday as possible. The set 
times for this celebration will be either 12.15 pm or 2.45 pm depending on the daily schedule. You are invited to attend this 
celebration with your child and to avoid disappointment, we ask that you liaise with the classroom teacher at least one 
week before your child’s actual birthday. In keeping with our healthy food procedure, a fruit or vegetable platter is the only 
acceptable food choice for this celebration. Please do not feel obliged to provide this. 

Book Bags
Our book bags are made by past Year 4 students and have stood the test of time! They last for the the whole time in the 
Montessori Junior Hub. We ask that you help to ensure that your child takes care of their book bag.  They are washable 
and are used to keep their journal and reading books/logs in. It is important for them to come to school every day.

Journals
In your child’s journal, a work record is pasted in. This is where lessons are recorded and is used to help students choose 
a variety of work independently.  What work a student does can be recorded daily by ticking the appropriate box and for 
older students they start to record their work with a time beside it. Please note that students are at different abilities to 
complete this. We encourage the students to write a daily reflection and sharing this with someone at home can be a 
starting point to discuss the events of the day.
Journals are also the mode of communication between parents / teachers and school. School notices are generally 
stapled into the journal so please remember to check the journal on a daily basis.  Please take stapled notices out of the 
journal and initial the journal every day.  This helps the teachers know that the journal has been seen.

Poetry
Most weeks your child will have a poem pasted / written in their journal. Your child may not always be able to read the 
poem independently. Please enjoy reading the poems with your child. Research has shown that rhyme, rhythm and 
repetition are helpful elements in assisting children’s reading development. Over time they will become familiar with the 
poems and enjoy going back to their favourite ones and recite many off by heart.

Reading Books
Students are expected to read at home every day. Students on the colour wheel up to purple should be taking a book 
home to read with you each day. Please record the book your child has read in the reading log notebook and return both 
the book and the reading log daily in the book bag. Having your child read aloud to you regularly is a beneficial experience 
as well as reading to your child.  Please try to share the reading of books you have at home as often as possible.  The 
students who are past purple are still expected to read daily and may read chapter books from home or may take journals 
from the classroom. We want reading to be an enjoyable experience for your child and for them to experience success at 
reading.  Please be vigilant about returning any Glendowie School books sent home in book bags.

Library
Our weekly school library slot is on Tuesday. Your child is encouraged to issue a library book and read and enjoy it with 
you at home. All our students are able to be issued 2 books. The books can be returned at any time during the lunch hour. 
Only if a book is returned, a new one can be issued, therefore please help your child remember to bring their library book 
on a Wednesday to avoid any disappointment. 



General Reminders

Before  / After School
Students are asked to wait on the court if they arrive before 8.30am. When the bell rings at 8.30am the students must 
walk sensibly to their classroom and unpack their belongings. At the end of the day, please meet your child either on the 
upper court or at the seating near the top field. If you have a Year 2 child, you are welcome to meet them at their class 
after the bell has rung. It is school policy that students go straight home unless accompanied by their parent.

Forgotten Items
If you are dropping off something for your child, please leave it at the main office and they will ensure your child receives 
it.  Please try to keep these to a minimum so as not to disturb the class work cycle.

Independence
Please help your child develop independence by encouraging them to be responsible for remembering their lunch, 
journal, book bag and sports uniform if required and in Term 1 togs, rash shirt, towel, cap and goggles.

Lunches
Our school encourages students to eat healthy lunches and to drink water. We encourage “litterless lunches” so would 
appreciate the use of recyclable lunch boxes / containers / reusable bags. Sweets / lollies should not come to school.  At 
school we recognise there are a number of students with food allergies, some of which have serious implications. We do 
not allow children to bring any food to school to share with others including birthday treats such as cakes. If there is food 
cooked or shared at school as part of the learning programme, class teachers will advise parents of children with known 
allergies.

Water Bottles
We encourage all students to bring a named water bottle to school for use in the classroom. Water is the only liquid 
allowed in the classroom.

Meetings & Appointments
If you wish to meet with a class teacher you are most welcome to email the Montessori Office or write in your child’s 
journal to arrange a suitable time. Teachers will liaise around their meeting commitments to accommodate your request.
Please do not contact teachers on their personal home or mobile phones unless specifically asked to by the teacher.

Named Clothing
We cannot emphasise enough the importance of NAMING all articles of clothing, this includes togs, rash shirts, towels, 
shoes, SOCKS, lunchboxes, sports uniform and drink bottles. We have items of clothing left at school every day and it 
makes it easier to return to the owner if items are named. Please note that socks should be navy blue or black – no 
other colour should be on them.

Punctuality
Students are expected to be in the classroom by 8.55am. It helps them have time to think about their day and what they 
need to accomplish. Our lessons start at 9:00 am so students need to be ready to start by then. Please ensure your child 
arrives on time as this assists them in getting ready for the day of learning. If your child is late they must go to the office 
to collect a late pass.

Sports Uniform
Please remember Sports Uniform is compulsory for Year 3 and up. The Sports Uniform is required for all terms. Children 
can also change into their Sports Uniform at lunch time to play on the school field during the wet months.

Kindo
Any Glendowie school payments can be made on Kindo.



Term 2, 2019

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Week 1
 

29 30 1 2
MPTA AGM
7pm R27

3

Week 2
May

6
Yr 1/2 Motat Trip
 
Trust Mtg, 7pm 
R27

7
Life Education Y8 
Parent Info
Evening 6pm

8 9
Yr 3/4 Auckland 
Art Gallery Trip
9.15-2.50pm

10

Week 3 13 14 15 16 17
GPS MOVIE
NIGHT

Week 4
 

20 21 22 23
Parent 
Information 
Evening 7.00pm

24

Week 5
 

27 28 29 30 31

Week 6
June

3
QUEENS
BIRTHDAY
School closed

4 5 6 7

Week 7 10
ESMPS Trust Mtg 
& AGM 7pm R27

11 12 13 14

Week 8
Sat 15 June
Parent Quizz 
Night

17 18 19 20 21

Week 9
 

24 25 26
NZ Playhouse 
Yr3-6

27 28

Week 10
July

1 2
Parent Teacher 
Interviews 2-7pm
School closes 
1.30pm today

3 4 5
Last day of 
Term 2


